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Essentials of Surgery. Together with a full description of the Hand¬ 
kerchief and Roller Bandage, arranged in the form of Questions 
and Answers; prepared especially for students of medicine. By 
Edward Martin, A.M., M.D., Clinical Professor of Genito-Urinary 
Diseases in University of Pennsylvania. Illustrated. Seventh Edi¬ 
tion, Revised and Enlarged, with an appendix containing full direc¬ 
tions and prescriptions for the preparation of the various materials 
used in antiseptic surgery, also several hundred receipts covering 
the medical treatment of surgical affections. W. B. Saunders, pub¬ 
lisher, Philadelphia. 

The great value of the question compend lies in the fact that by 
making use of the questions and answers the essential points of the sub¬ 
ject are brought out so that on this framework the student can build 
intelligently and to some purpose. Dr. Martin has succeeded admirably 
in bringing out the salient features of the theory and practice of general 
surgery, and with this as a foundation the student can more intelligently 
absorb the detailed information to be obtained from the general text¬ 
books. This, the seventh edition, has been carefully revised by the 
author and numerous changes and additions have been made. The 
modern treatment of appendicitis has been entirely rewritten. This 
work does not deal particularly with regional or special surgery, but 
more with the principles of general surgery. 

The chapter on bandaging is well illustrated, and the different 
methods of applying the roller and handkerchief bandage fully de¬ 
scribed. Mention is made of the Rontgen rays. _ 

In the appendix we have several hundred receipts, designed to cover 
the medical treatment of surgical affections, and they have been prepared 
with great care and judgment. 

The work is well up to the high standard of Saunders’ Question 
Compends, which are held in such high esteem by the medical student 
of to-day. Adams. 

A Treatise on Human Anatomy in its Application to the Prac¬ 
tice of Medicine and Surgery. By John B. Deaver, M.D. In 
Three Volumes. P. Blakiston’s Son & Co., Philadelphia. 

The first two volumes of this treatise-are at hand, and too much 
cannot be said in praise of the form in which ths work has been pre¬ 
sented to the medical profession. The author has made no attempt to 
write a descriptive anatomy, but has given one that will appeal to the 
wants and needs of the physician and surgeon, especially to those in 
practice who have not the means of availing themselves of anatomical 
material as readily as the favored few in the medical colleges of our 
greater cities. Twelve years have been given to the preparation of 
this work, and Dr. Deaver is to be congratulated that during the time 
spent he has been able to evolve a masterpiece that will perpetuate 
his name in the medical world for generations to come. 

The arrangement of the subject matter is logical and scientific. 
Each part of the body is carefully described, and the surgical points of 
interest kept well in the foreground. These points are beautifully 
brought out by the plates descriptive, first, of the superficial sites and 

landmarks, and then by plates depicting the deeper tissues. The 
beauty of these illustrations can hardly be surpassed, and reflect great 
credit on the artists. All are full page, and, as the author states in 
his preface, “for the most part made from dissections, and are, there¬ 
fore, original and accurate.” At first glance one is amazed at the 
wealth of illustrations, and ‘is apt to think they are the chief feature 
of the work, but on closer inspection the text is found to contain a full 



126 


BOOK REVIEWS. 


description of the parts and of such surgical operations as ligation of 
arteries, amputations, nerve stretching, resection of joints, etc. 

The work should find a place, not only in the hearts of the general 
practitioner and surgeon, but should also be prized by those following 
special lines, as the aurist, ophthalmologist, neurologist, and others. To 
the ^fu^ent, with these volumes before him, the study of anatomy, which 
is so often irksome to the beginner, will be made clear, easy and at¬ 
tractive. Vol. I deals with the upper extremity, back of neck, shoulder, 
trunk, cranium, scalp and face. Vol. II, with the neck, mouth, pharynx, 
larynx, nose, orbit, eyeball, organ of hearing, brain, female perineum 
and male perineum. 

The volumes are royal octavo, containing more than 600 pages each. 
Vol. I containing 151 full-page plates, Vol. II containing 170. 

Adams. 

The Law in its Relations to Physicians. By Arthur N. Taylor, 

LL.B. D. Appleton & Co., New York. 

The author does not intend that this volume should be taken as a 
work on medical jurisprudence, but as a guide to the medical man, in 
order that he may protect himself and have a clear conception of the 
legal status of his position, as circumstances may arise. 

Different cases are cited which have been adjudicated, and the phy¬ 
sician can, from the principles laid down, formulate a line of action 
for himself which may be the means of saving a subsequent lawsuit. 
The volume contains 534 pages, and is divided into nine chapters, which 
discuss the right to practice medicine and surgery, the contract of phy¬ 
sician with patient, contract of patient with physician, rights and lia¬ 
bilities of third parties, right to compensation, recovery of compensa¬ 
tion, civil malpractice, including general liability of physician to pa¬ 
tient, criminal liability and privileged communications. 

The above are the subjects which essentially concern the practising 
physician, and the author has stated the conditions very forcibly and 
concisely. Every physician should, unless conversant with the law, 
avail himself of the contents of this book, and he will find himself 
better prepared to meet the conditions and circumstances involving 
legal complications into which any of us are liable to find ourselves 
drawn. Adams. 

The Mental Affections of Children, Idiocy, Imbecility and In¬ 
sanity. By William W. Ireland, M.D., Edin. Second Edition. P. 

Blakiston’s Son & Co., Philadelphia. 1900. 

We have had occasion to say in a review of the first edition of this 
book, that we considered it the best book on the subject. Thus far no 
adequate treatment of similar topics has appeared in English dress, and 
the book remains as a monograph, a classic. The present edition is 
even better than its predecessor, for the researches of later years have 
been incorporated. The many important observations which have been 
made of recent years on the minuter anatomical details of defective 
brains have been critically commented on, and judiciously used in the 
preparation of this new edition. 

From the illustrative point of view, criticism may be justly made. 
In the present development of the half-tone there is no excuse for the 
retention of a number of the miserable wood-cuts which, it may be said, 
disfigure a book so excellent in other respects. Franz Noth, from a 
beautiful (?) lithograph, p. 228, may be quoted as a special offender. 
From a publisher’s point of view, even the half-tones used are not suc¬ 
cesses. It may be noted that the book is printed in Great Britain, but 
this does not excuse such inferior half-tone work. Jelliffe. 



